ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  of  the  Coventry  Rural  District  Council  for  the 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1914. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Coventry  Rural  T)istrict  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  performed  in  the  parishes  of  St-  Michael  Without 
and  Holy  Trinity  Without  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1914,  namely 


Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected 

10 

Cowsheds  inspected 

12 

Ashpits  and  Privies  inspected 

19 

Deposit  of  Manure 

1 

House  Drainage  (W.C’s.)  inspected 

49 

Water  Supply  ••• 

2 

Pigsties  inspected 

29 

Complaint  re  Smoke  Nuisance 

1 

Encampment  of  Gipsies  ... 

(various) 

Infected  Bedding  Stoved--- 

9 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  desease 

9 

For  a district  which  is  changing  into  an  Urban  character,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  above 

summary  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory-  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  a single  notice  in  the 

small  parish  of  Holy  Trinity  Without  during  the  year,  the  only  incident  being  a complaint,  received 
from  persons  residing  immediately  outside  the  parish  boundary  and  in  the  City  of  Coventry,  of  a Smoke 
Nuisance  from  the  Albion  Drop  Forgings  Co.,  but  after  constant  visits  by  the  Chairman  and  myself, 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  the  complaint,  and  that  the  Company 
were  using  every  effort  to  minimise  the  volume  of  smoke. 

I have  not  found  any  occasion  to  analyze  water  from  any  of  the  wells  during  the  year. 

Early  in  the  year  much  trouble  was  occasioned  by  the  frequent  encampments  of  Gipsies  on  land 
near  the  Humber  and  Hillman  Motor  Car  Works,  and  many  complaints  were  received  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district.  Proceedings  were  commenced  to  prosecute  the  owners  of  the  land,  and 
after  several  interviews  a notice  was  served,  requiring  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance  by  providing 
sufficient  sanitary  accomodation  and  water  supply  for  the  use  of  the  occupiers  of  the  caravans,  but 
eventually  the  owners  were  able  to  have  the  Gipsies  removed,  and  in  this  connection  I should  like  to 

point  out  that  previous  to  the  service  of  the  notice,  the  Owners  of  the  land  continually  insisted  on  the 

Gipsies  removing  their  caravans,  but  they  would  return  on  the  following  day  and  take  posession  of  the 
land  without  the  consent  of  the  owners. 

The  arrangements  made  by  this  Council  with  the  Corporation  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse 
from  the  south  east  portion  of  St.  Michael  Without  proves  very  satisfactory  and  you  would  no  doubt 
be  pleased  to  know  that  the  resolution  of  the  Council  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse  from  the 
Whitley  portion  of  St.  Michael  without  has  met  with  the  approval  and  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements  at  Whitley  Abbey,  which  is  now  occupied  by  about  1 00  Belgian 
Refugees,  are  satisfactory  and  the  City  water  supply  has  been  connected 


I have  received  great  assistance  from  the  Coventry  City  Health  Department  with  regard  to 
disinfecting  of  rooms  and  stoving  of  bedding  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  1 should  like  to  express 
my  thanks  for  the  assistance  reridered. 

There  are  certain  pigsties  on  land  which  is  let  by  the  Park  Association  which  are  not  all 
that  could  be  desired,  ind  1 think  the  best  method  of  improving  these  conditions  would  be  to  approach 
the  Park  Association  who  would,  no  doubt,  render  us  assistance. 

1 am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant,  i 

E.  A.  EVANS. 

Inspector  o ^ Nuisances. 


J I th  February,  1915. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Coventry  for  the  Year 

ended  31st  December,  1914. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Coventry  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairmaa  and  Gentlemen; 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics  and  general  Sanitary  condition  of 
the  Rural  District  of  Coventry  giving  the  population  estimated  at  the  end  of  the  year  1914. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  is  3.68. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  is  34.73. 

With  this  report  I enclose  tabulated  figures  dealing  with  Infantile  Mortality  as  well  as  a 
classification  of  deaths  from  all  causes. 

There  have  been  77  houses  erected  during  the  year,  the  plans  of  which  have  been  passed  by 
your  Council  in  conformity  with  the  Bye-laws. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  estimate  the  population  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  have  volunteered 
for  service  at  home  and  abroad  during  the  war.  Yet  a fair  estimate  would  be  1,900,  an  increase 
of  170  persons. 

Water,  Sewage  Disposal,  Light  and  Ventilation,  are  in  every  way  efficient.  The  water 
supply  and  light  is  taken  from  the  City  of  Coventry  a^nd  the  disposal  of  House  drainage  and  sewage 
by  the  same  authority,  subject  to  arrangements  by  your  Council  with  the  City  Authorities. 

The  disposal  of  the  few  middens  remaining  is  by  cart,  and  removed  to  agricultural  holdings 
outside  the  district. 

Water  Closets  are  used  with  few  exceptions 

Water  supply  is  good  and  appliances  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  overcrowding  and  there  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  your  District. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  slightly  on  the  increase  and  one  death  from  such  cause  has  been  reported. 

The  cases  have  been  treated  at  home  : careful  isolation,  free  distribution  of  disinfectants,  have 
met  with  good  results  and  all  that  was  desirable,  1 have  endeavoured  to  find  the  origin  of  these 
cases  of  this  Zymotic  desease,  but  I am  unable  to  do  so  with  any  certainty.  The  houses  in  this 
part  of  the  district  which  have  been  built  within  the  last  10  years  are  quite  modern,  and  equipped 

with  every  convenience  : I am  constrained  therefore  to  believe  the  origin  is  one  of  importation  from 

without. 

An  inspection  throughout  the  district  has,  during  the  year  taken  place  both  by  the  Inspector 
and  myself.  The  following  is  a statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housings  Inspection  of 
Districts  Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  dwelling  houses  under  Section  17,  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose  of  Section  •••  433 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a state  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  • • • • • • *-  • • • • Nil 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  representations  were  made  to  the  local  authority 

with  a view  of  making  closing  orders  •••  •••  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  on  which  closing  orders  were  made  by  the  local  authority  ...  „ 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  of  which  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 

orders  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  the  making  of  closing  orders  were  made  fit  for  „ 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  „ 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  the  dwelling  houses  inspected  ...  „ 

Orders  to  abate  nuisances,  such  as  the  collection  of  refuse,  and  material  drains  in  an  imperfe<% 
condition,  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Inspector  and  in  every  case  compliance  has  been  effected 
without  legal  proceedings. 

There  are  five  factories  and  workshops  in  the  District  employing  about  7,000  people. 

The  Sanitary  anangements  are  good  and  effective- 

No  cases  of  Impure,  unwholesome  milk  or  food,  animal  or  vegetable,  has  come  under  my 
observation. 

I / am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WEBB  ILIFFE, 


t ! th  February,  1915. 


Medical  Officer  of  Heallh. 


